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  Right to Information (RTI) i.e. Freedom of 
Information (FOI) Act – implemented in India in 
October 2005. 

  Very simple to use- One can seek information from 
any government office with Rs. 10 as processing 
fee, though, there are some exemptions. 

  Great weapon for ordinary citizen to make 
government machinery accountable and 
transparent. 

  Many success stories are there and common men 
are solving their problems with the help of this act. 
Govt officials are forced to be transparent and 
accountable.  



  After the RTI Act enacted In 2005 I started to 
explore the mismanagement of public money at 
high offices using this act. 

  Since then, filed around 3000 RTI applications 
across the government seeking information of 
public interest.  All was for and on behalf of my 
organization. 

  Getting the stories through RTI which were not 
possible through traditional means of reporting. 

  By wide ranging stories we have proved that RTI 
is a potent weapon of investigative journalism. 



  President’s Secretariat, Prime Minister’s Office, Union 
Ministries and Departments and their subordinate offices.  

  Public Sector Undertakings.  
  Investigation agencies. 
  Police organisations. 
  Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha secretariats.  
  Election Commission of India. 
  Planning commission. 
  Central Vigilance Commission.  
  State governments, chief ministers’ offices.  
  Secretariats of provinces’ assemblies and legislative councils. 
  And many more government offices across the country. 
  We have 640 districts and for some story once I approached 

to even every district collectors. 



  The Indian Express in best known for 
investigative reporting with the moto- 
JOURNALISM OF COURAGE. Established in 
1931, this newspaper has always been 
regarded for its credibility. 

  We have launched massive campaign through 
RTI across the country to explore the 
mismanagement of public money and 
wrongdoings of public servants. 

  Before November 25, 2011 I was with India 
Today weekly. 



  Story selected for UNESCO Global CASEBOOK 
this year STREAMS OF FILTH was a result of 39 
RTI applications and it took almost a year before 
it was published in India Today dated 30th 
December 2009. 



Earlier there were 
stories on 

pollution in Ganga 
and Yamuna 

considering their 
mythological 

importance but we 
did cover every 38 

river covered 
under National 

River Conservation 
Plan (NRCP). 



  From Prime Minister’s Office, Cabinet 
Secretariat and other 50 ministries we got the 
foreign travel details one-by-one. 

  Put the data on excel sheet and the total 
distance calculated with the help of other 
references like some websites. 

  Crux of the story was very amazing for my 
editors as well. 



Union Ministers had made foreign trips equal to 256 round of the globe in three and 
half years. It took six months and 59 RTI application to complete the story. Ultimately 

Prime Minister wrote to every minister to curtail the foreign travel expenditure 



  "I am, therefore, writing to 
ask you to severely curtail 
expenditure on air travel, 
particularly foreign travel, 
except in cases where it is 
deemed to be absolutely 
necessary. This economy 
may be made applicable 
immediately for your own 
self and also for all senior 
functionaries in your 
ministry.“ 



  “1,576 officials have travelled 5.65 Crore 
kilometers, which is equivalent to 74 trips to 
moon and back. They collectively stayed 
abroad for 24,458 days (over 67 years) in less 
than three-and-a half years.” 

  I started to work on the story after some 
politicians complained me that I am only after 
politicians but real beneficiaries are 
bureaucrats. Data was equally amazing. 



It forced India’s Finance ministry to issue two circulars to impose many 
restrictions on foreign travel expenses.  



  Finance Ministry’s circular dated 1st Oct 2008 
said- 

 “All mileage points earned by Government employees on 
tickets purchased for official travel shall be utilized by 
the concerned Department. It is responsibility of the 
officer concerned to ensure that free mileage points are 
used only for official travel and not for personal trips."  

These two stories after all were behind the 
governments efforts to curtail foreign travel 
expenses as austerity measures in last three 
years. 



  In 1964 there was a resolution that every 
minister shall declare their assets and 
liabilities to the Prime Minister’s Office. 



We made story that how two high offices of the country were unaware of this 
code of conduct even after 44 years of resolution 



  Story on their apathy was published in June 
2008, and when the new (present one) 
government formed in June 2009, every 
minister declared their assets and liabilities 
on time.  

  If there have not been RTI, probably, this 
story would have not been possible to our 
readers. And this would probably have not 
been implemented.  



  Filed numerous RTI to concerned department to 
know the details of assets and liabilities filed by 
senior bureaucrats. They were processing my 
application on the one hand and on the other 
hand they initiated new measures to put these 
details in public domain. 

  Some officers said that their personal information 
could not be disclosed but we said since they are 
Public Servants, people have right to know what 
they own. We got some information and 
published. 



After our story, after all the government decided to put all these details on 
websites of their respective departments and now it is open to public scrutiny. 



  Accessed Income Tax returns filed by 25 
prominent political parties and noticed many 
grey areas of their income, valuation of assets 
and expenditure. 

  Story was published in November 2008 and many 
follow up stories appeared in other media. 



Donation to political parties declared exempted from Income Tax to encourage 
openness in political funding.   



  Filed RTI application to 
Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) to know 
the status of Anti Corruption 
cases registered against 
officers of Indian 
Administrative Service, 
Indian Police Service and 
Indian Revenue Service. 

  Had to file over 80 RTI 
applications to CBI, Central 
Vigilance Commission and 
other government 
departments to gather and 
cross check the information. 
It took one year in total. 



But very few got any punishment. Others were enjoying their service benefits 
and working as usual or retired by the time without any punishment. 





  We got information through RTI from public 
sector Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) that there 
were 59 million insurance policies those were 
lapsed permanently due to discontinuance of 
premium. And the premium deposited since then 
had become LIC property. 

  Despite many efforts LIC did not provide the info 
on total money deposited against those policies 
till the date they lapsed.  

  We ran a single column story on our web edition 
on 24th December 2008. 



On 19th January 2009 i.e. after less than 25 days of this story LIC issues an 
advertisement in newspapers that it is going to launch the revival scheme for 

those policies which was for the first time in the history of LIC  



  Got latest data on personal foreign trips 
made by union ministers and analysed. 

  Surprised to know that over 20 percent 
personal foreign trips were made for Dubai. 



Data were accessed from PMO, Ministry of External Affairs and concerned 
ministries  



  Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission 
Mr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia’s foreign travel 
details were amazing. 

  Work of Planning Commission was delayed by 
around four months but he was busy in 
globetrotting. 

  In seven years tenure every ninth day he was 
abroad. Out of 43 trips 22 were for United 
States. 



According to my sources he pulled his officers for providing his travel 
information to us under RTI Act. But after all it is RTI Act, therefore he can 

not hide such information 











  Using this act I am now working on numerous story 
ideas which will get space in coming days in The 
Indian Express. 

  By the time government officials are learning how to 
confuse the applicant and deny the information, but I 
never felt defeated. Even many ideas come to me 
from good and honest officers. 

  Use RTI Act to know that what your rulers are doing 
really in the name of governance. Make it a tool of 
investigative reporting. Once you have the idea, you 
can get the information. 

  On these stories despite involving hundreds of high 
profile people I have received negligible rejoinders, 
clarifications, denial or corrections from the affected 
people since we have certified information. 



  Lorenzo Natalie Prize-2010 from 
European Commission (First prize), 
Brussels. 

  Developing Asia Journalism 
Award-2010 from Asian Development 
Bank. (first prize), Tokyo. 

  Best Investigative Reporter Award 
(2010) by The Indian Express, India. 

  Best user of RTI Act by prominent 
Indian TV Channel NDTV, 2009. 

  UNESCO has selected STREAMS OF 
FILTH for its global casebook on 
investigative reporting. 

  Statesman Rural Reporting Award (first 
prize), 2007 by Statesman newspaper, 
Kolkata. 
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